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MEDIA INFORMATION 

 
Exploring Hamburg in 2019: city of organ music  

With more than 300 organs of all sizes and periods, Hamburg is one of the most important organ 
cities in the world. Hamburg has a documented history of 600 years of organ building, and here 
you can experience organ music live 365 days a year. 

On the occasion of the 300th anniversary of the death of Arp Schnitger, the renowned North 
German organ builder, Hamburg has put together a one-of-a-kind programme for 2019, with 
concerts, guided tours, exhibitions, competitions, and numerous other events. 

When it comes to organ music and history, Hamburg has plenty to offer: 

For example, a stroll through the city centre will lead you to the St Jacobi Church, which is home 
to the largest preserved Arp Schnitger organ. And if you take a trip to the southern outskirts of 
Hamburg to the district of Neuenfelde, you will be able to visit Arp Schnitger’s grave as well as 
his former workshop, which actually features another Schnitger organ that has been preserved in 
its original state. 

A wealth of opportunities awaits you between the HafenCity and the Outer Alster Lake, between 
Harvestehude and the Elbphilharmonie – so why not embark on a musical journey through organ 
history from the 17th to the 21st century, with historic instruments, reconstructions as well as 
contemporary organs. 

Hamburg's organs can be found e.g. in chapels, hospitals, concert halls, universities, private 
houses as well as the city’s principal churches, and some are even hidden behind the thick walls 
of correctional facilities. And on the premises of the NDR broadcasting centre, a cinema organ 
brings back memories of the era of the silent movies. 

Each organ allows insights into the history of the instrument and of organ music, telling stories 
about theology and technology, of aspiring citizens and self-confident farmers, of craftsmanship, 
the economy, success – and of course: stories about music. Without Northern Germany, and 
without Hamburg in particular, the evolution of organ music is hardly imaginable. 

The city’s great composers paid tribute to the organ, among them big names such as Georg 
Philipp Telemann, C.P.E. Bach, Felix Mendelssohn, and Johannes Brahms – just like less 
renowned ones such as Heinrich Scheidemann, Johann Adam Reincken and, prior to them, 
Matthias Weckmann. In the Composers’ Quarter in the immediate vicinity of St Michaelis Church, 
visitors can follow in the footsteps of famous Hamburg composers. 

The Museum for Arts and Crafts Hamburg (MKG) will soon be dedicated to the world of organs 
too: from July 2019, the museum at the central railway station will be presenting the exhibition 
“Manufactory of Sound: 2000 years of organ building and organ playing”, where visitors will be 
able to explore organ craftsmanship and music as an intangible UNESCO cultural heritage. 
All of this goes to show that the organ is as fascinating as ever – and in the organ year of 2019 
this fascination is going to experience a special peak, thanks to Hamburg’s one-of-a-kind event 
programme. 
 
Welcome to www.orgelstadt-hamburg.de 
 

http://www.orgelstadt-hamburg.de/


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

2 von 2 

For further information on Hamburg, hotel bookings, tickets and package deals, please visit 

www.hamburg-travel.com. 

 

 

Mehr Hamburg: 

 

Viele weitere Hamburg-Tipps zum Download oder direkt aus dem Web unter folgenden Links: 

 Internetseite: www.hamburg-tourismus.de   

 Hamburg CARD: www.hamburg-tourismus.de/card   

 Veranstaltungskalender: www.hamburg-tourism.de/veranstaltungen  

 Veranstaltungs-App mit „Kultur-Wecker“: www.hh-events.de  

 Hamburg App: www.hh-app.de 

 

 

Media service: 

 
Further information, stories and tips on Hamburg by the Media Service of Hamburg Marketing 
GmbH: www.mediarelations.hamburg.de 
 
Photos and footage of Hamburg for media use www.mediaserver.hamburg.de 
 

 
International media contact: 
 
Hamburg Marketing GmbH 
Natalie Ruoß, Project Manager Media Relations Elbphilharmonie 
Phone +49 (0)40 41111 0641, natalie.ruoss@marketing.hamburg.de 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About Hamburg 

Hamburg is the second-biggest city in Germany with 1.8 million inhabitants. With 5 million inhabitants, the Hamburg 
metropolitan region is one of the most prosperous and affluent regions in Europe. As a port and trading centre for 
centuries, Hamburg has relationships spanning the globe. In addition to its thriving trade and booming logistics industry, 
Hamburg is Germany’s media capital. The city ranks as the greenest metropolis in Europe – one fifth of its surface area 
consists of water and is shaped by two rivers, the Elbe and the smaller Alster, which has been dammed to form a lake 
in the city centre. Around these two rivers spreads a city with maritime flair, which extends from the leafy and genteel 
borough of Blankenese to lively, hip urban districts. Ambitious urban development projects like the HafenCity Hamburg, 
a wide range of cultural events and the high quality of life on the water’s edge have attracted more and more tourists 
to the city in northern Germany in recent years, so that it has now become one of the top ten city destinations in Europe. 
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